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A CHEST FOR DISTRIBUTING, FOOD. 

le presenr invention relates to a chest for 
distributing food prepared prior to being eaten, such as 
cooked dishes or desserts. More specifically, the chest 
serves to store and present trays provided with culinary 
preparations; it can even be used for transporting the 
trays . 

Such preparations are generally put onto the trays 
in a kitchen, and they are then transported by means of a 
refrigerated van before finally being unloaded and placed 
on tables in the premises where they are eaten, e.g. a 
buffet . 

Firstly, it is necessary to have a refrigerated 
vehicle . 

Secondly, unloading needs to be performed shortly 
before the preparations are eaten so that they are not 
spoilt by being stored at ambient temperature. 
Unfortunately, it is not always possible to know in 
advance the precise time at which the preparations are 
going to be eaten. 

Thirdly, labor is required to load the van, to 
unload it, and to put the trays on the tables. 

An object of the present invention is thus to 
provide a food distributing chest which considerably 
minimizes the above-mentioned constraints. 
^^^^^<§^<?i^g"*t^ ^e^^ention, a food distributing 
chest is provided with a vertical mast on which supports 
are fixed; the chest has lifting means for moving the 
mast in vertical translation, and in addition at least 
some of its supports are movable in rotation about an 
axis which coincides with the mast . 

Preferably, the chest is suitable for maintaining a 
constant temperature . 

In a preferred embodiment, said mast is adjacent to 
one of the vertical edges of the chest. 

Furthermore, the chest includes a housing provided 
with thermal blocks . 
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According to an advantageous characteristic, the 
lifting means are implemented on the basis of a spring. 

Furthermore, the chest has a lid which, in the open 
position, forms two horizontal shelves. 

Additionally, the supports are adjustable forks 
whose two tines are provided with facing grooves. 

Optionally, a spacer is placed between two supports 
on the mast . 

Furthermore, the chest is provided with a 
retractable guide to facilitate insertion of the 
supports . 

Also, the chest is provided at its bottom with 



'^'rhe present invention is described in greater detail 
below in the following description of embodiments given 
by way of non- limiting example and with reference to the 
accompanying figures, in which: 

• Figure 1 is a perspective view of a chest in a 
first mode of use; 

• Figure 2 is a perspective view of the chest in a 



Elements that are present in more than one figure 
are given the same references in each figure. 

In Figure 1, the chest 1 is shown in its storage or 
transport position except that its lid is open. It is in 
the form of a box having a vertical mast 4 disposed 
therein close to the middle of one of its side walls, the 
mast being provided with supports 2 and being shown in 
this figure in its low position. 

Advantageously, the walls of the chest are lagged to 
maintain a constant temperature. A housing 5 such as a 
drawer is thus provided to receive hot or cold thermal 
blocks. These blocks are commonly available in the trade 
and are generally provided with a fluid having high 
specific heat, and depending on the intended use, they 
are previously stored in an oven or in a refrigerator so 





as to become a hot or a cold source. The housing in this 
case is located at the bottom of one of the side walls 
since this disposition is favorable when culinary- 
preparations are to be kept hot. 

Furthermore, in order to make the chest easier to 
move, it is preferably provided with castors 9 fitted to 
its bottom. 

In a preferred embodiment, the lid of the chest 1 
comprises two identical plates 6 hinged to the tops of 
two opposite side walls. The hinges are designed so as 
to come into abutment when the plates are perpendicular 
to the side walls, i.e. when they are substantially 
horizontal. Thus, the open lid forms two shelves located- 
on opposite sides of the chest. 

In Figure 2, — the — ehe-s-fc — 1 — i-e — ohown in its — ttt- s q rv ioc v 
position, without its lid. The mast 4 slidespja---a^ - 5 t Sid e 
column (not shown) and is shown here^iivHTtfs high 
position. Lifting means (np.t— sftown either) serve to move 
the mast along i^^is from its low position in abutment 
agalns^J^rc^^^ttom of the chest, to its high position 

The mast 4 can be displaced manually. It is pulled 
vertically into its high position and it is held in this 
position by locking means. To return it to the low 
position, it suffices to release the locking means and 
allow the mast to move back down to the bottom of the 
chest . 

The mast 4 could also be motor-driven, e.g. by means 
of a worm screw. 

It will readily be understood that the mast can be 
moved by any known means, be they electrical, pneumatic, 
or hydraulic. It is even possible to envisage using a 
mechanical system with counterweights if manual actuation 
is preferred . 

Nevertheless, according to a preferred 
characteristic, the mast 4 is actuated by means of a 
spring, e.g. a gas spring. Under such circumstances, the 
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mast is easy to handle and the chest is entirely self- 
contained since it does not require an energy source such 
as an electric battery. 

The supports 2 in this case are in the form of forks 
5 engaged on the mast 1. To this end, a circular orifice 
is provided in the center of the base of each support. 
At least some of the supports can pivot about the axis of 
the mast. It is thus possible to offset them angularly 
so as to form a helix, with the left tine of one support 

10 coinciding approximately with the right tine of the 

support situated immediately below it. Thus, no support 
is directly masked by the other supports overlying it. 

A retractable guide 8 such as a telescopic rod is 
preferably provided to facilitate storing the mast 1 in 

15 its low position. Before moving the mast, all of the 
supports are brought into abutment against. the guide 8 
which is disposed against a side wall. As a result, the 
supports do not strike the top of the chest when the mast 
is lowered. 

2 0 Furthermore, if the gap between two supports 2 is 

too small, then a spacer 7 can be placed between the two 
supports . 

With reference to Figure 3, preferred support , 
fork, comprises two tine^provided with facing 
25 grooves. A tray 3 ' carrying >a culinary preparation is 

inserted in the grooves whach also serve to hold it. In 
addition, the forks are ^adjustable so that they can 
accommodate trays of different sizes. 

So far, the mast 4 has been shown in the vicinity of 
30 the middle of one of the side walls of the chest 1. 

Depending on the shape of the supports and on the type of 
presentation desired for the trays, it can be more 
advantageous to arrange the mast in the vicinity of one 
of the vertical edges of the chest. 

3 5 The embodiments of the chest given above are given 

purely by way of example and the person skilled in the 
art will understand that the invention can be implemented 
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in many different ways, merely by replacing some means by 
equivalent means. 




